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ad carefully trained her with a view to her making great match some day; she was an accomplished :usician, and a great linguist, speaking French, nglish and Italian as fluently as her native tongue, srhaps more so. She had read much and widely, an lusual thing among German princesses of that age. ophie Charlotte's religious education was hardly i a level with her secular one, as the Electress ophia, in accordance with her policy of making 1 considerations subservient to her daughter's future ivancenient, decided to bring her up with an open tind in matters of religion and in the profession f no faith, so that she might be eligible to marry le most promising prince who presented him-ilf, whether he were Catholic or Protestant. As a Durtly biographer put it: " She (Sophie Charlotte) drained from any open confession of faith until her larriage, for reasons of prudence and state, because nly then would she be able to judge which religion rould suit best her condition of life ".
Despite this theological complaisance, several ligible matches projected with Roman Catholic rinces fell through, and the young princess's iligion was finally settled on the Protestant side, >r when the Electoral Prince of Brandenburg, son f the Great Elector, came forward as a suitor, ophia eagerly accepted him for her daughter, otwithstanding that he was a widower, twelve years Ider than his bride, deformed, and of anything but n amiable reputation. These drawbacks were -ifles compared with the fact that he was heir to